UNIT – VI
EDUCATION FOR MARGINALISED
Marginalised population (economically, socially, culturally) – reservation policies – education and social equalisation – social process, social interactions and social movements – education and diversities – schools under different management -  public school a broad perspective – education as public property – education for global equality.

Social Process:
· The pattern of growth and change in a society over the years. the pattern of growth and change in a society over the years.

· Social processes are the ways in which individuals and groups interact, adjust and readjust and establish relationships and pattern of behaviour which are again modified through social interactionsAccording to Horton and Hunt, “The term social process refers to the repetitive form of behaviour which are commonly found in social life”.

Types of social process:
· There are hundreds of social processes. But we find some fundamental social processes that are found to appear repeatedly in society.

 Loomis classified social processes into two categories; the elemental and the comprehensive or master processes

Associative process

The associative or conjunctive social processes are positive. These social processes work for the solidarity and benefit of society. This category of social processes include cooperation, accommodation, assimilation and acculturation etc. Three major social processes such as cooperation, accommodation and assimilation are discussed below.

Co-operation

· Cooperation is one of fundamental processes of social life. It is a form of social process in which two or more individuals or groups work together jointly to achieve common goals. Cooperation is the form of social interaction in which all participants benefit by attaining their goals.

Accomodation

· 
Adjustment is the way of life. It can take place in two ways such as adaptation and accommodation. Adaptation refers to the process of biological adjustment. Accommodation, on the other hand, implies the process of social adjustment. 

· “Accommodation is the achievement of adjustment between people that permits harmonious acting together in social situation. It is achieved by an individual through the acquisition of behaviour patterns, habits and attitudes which are transmitted to him socially.

Assimilation

Social movement


Social movements are a type of group action. They are large, sometimes informal, groupings of individuals or organizations which focus on specific political or social issues. In other words, they carry out, resist, or undo a social change.

There is no single consensus definition of a social movement. Mario Diani argues that nearly all definitions share three criteria: "a network of informal interactions between a plurality of individuals, groups and/or organizations, engaged in a political or cultural conflict, on the basis of a shared collective identity

· Sociologist Charles 

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Tilly" Tilly defines social movements as a series of contentious performances, displays and campaigns by which ordinary people make collective claims on others. For Tilly, social movements are a major vehicle for ordinary people's participation in public politics. He argues that there are three major elements to a social movement

Social Interaction:

Social interaction is the way people talk and act with each other and various structures in society. It may include the interaction a family has together (eating, sleeping, living together) or bureaucracies that are formed out of the need to create order within the interaction

· A social interaction is a social exchange between two or more individuals. These 
interactions form the basis for social structure and therefore are a key object of basic social inquiry and analysis. Social interaction can be studied between groups of two (dyads), three (triads) or larger social groups.

SCHOOLS UNDER DIFFERENT MANAGEMENT
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The functions of the Central governments concerning school education may be classified into four categories.

· The Centre acts as a clearing house and a co-coordinating agency in respect of elementary and secondary education.

· It implements programmes of in-service training, research and survey in the field of education including teacher education.

· It starts a number of pilot projects and crash programmes, which are generally carried out extensively by the State.

Navodaya Vidyalayas
Objective of the Scheme
· To promote national integration through a specific programme of education.

· To nurture talent particularly in the rural areas and in weaker sections of the society.

· To make quality education accessible to the talented children for their total development.

· To establish institutions of higher quality at levels that would serve as pace-setters and models to stimulate pursuit of excellence in institutions in the neighbourhood.

· In pursuance of the National Policy on Education (1986), the Government of India has launched a scheme called “Navodaya Vidyalaya Scheme”, to cater to the education of children with special talents and give them the opportunity and environment to progress at faster rate than normal pace irrespective of their economic constraints.

No. of Vidyalayas 

At present 389 Navodaya Vidyalas are functioning in the country and in Andhra Pradesh at present there are 22.

Criticism against the Scheme
· 
In his article on “Primary Education: Some Flaws in Planning” V.R Krishna Iyer, criticized Navodaya Schools as elitist schools.

·  He further says that “Common masses are marginalized and glittering schemes, elitist in their soul, are sold.

 Navodaya schools are Doon schools, one in each district

Central Schools 

· Children of defence personnel working in the area.

· Children of other central government organisations.

· Preference will be given to children of the defence personnel coming on transfer basis.

Sainik Schools 

· Sainik Schools are residential schools established by Defency Ministry in different parts of the country. 

· The schools provide vocational education as one of the components of their curriculum. These schools are affiliated to CBSE, New-Delhi.

Objectives 

· The Sainik Schools are established with three main objectives viz.

· To encourage children to join in defence forces with right kind of physical, psychological, physiological and emotional capabilities.

· To mould them as responsible citizens.

· To prepare them to serve the country as useful citizens

Admission Process 

· 
15% of the seats are reserved for children of SC community 7 ½% of the total seats for STs and 25% of seats for the children of ex-army personnel.

·  Rest are open to rural talented children.

·  In our state there is one Sainik School at Korukonda.

·  The government of Andhra Pradesh provided land, accommodation, furniture and equipment besides giving an annual grant of Rs.15.00 lakhs.

Public Schools 

· The concept of public schools is colonial in nature aiming at providing education to children of haves. 

· They are not within the reach of a common man. In 1856 the Bishop Cotton School the first public school was established by the British Government in Simla.

·  The Bishop Cotton School laid foundations for other public schools like Maharani Gayathridevi Public School in Jaipur. 

· Hyderabad Public School in Hyderabad, Delhi Public School, Delhi, etc.

Special Features of Public Schools 

· Admission are based on written test and oral interview.

· They charge heavy tution fee and capitation fee

· They are totally residential reflecting home atmosphere for all students.

· Teachers are paid better scales of pay and service conditions.

· Moral values, self-discipline are inculcated along with alertness, courage, co-operative living.

Criticism against Public Schools 

· Public schools are totally meant for rich and upper classes of the society. 

· Good education, instead of being available to all children, or at least to all the able and talented children form every section of society is available only to a small minority who have got the capacity to pay.

The Role of the State Governments 

· The State governments are, according to the Constitution, the principal agencies to prepare and implement educational plans and programmers.

·  The State government provides the financial resources required for school education.

· All legislations for school education are being enacted to individual States.

· It maintains an array of inspecting officers to supervise different types of schools.

· Primary education in India Availability of primary schools in remote areas is still limited leading to anomalies in student teacher ratios.

·  In addition, teacher trainings have not yet been unified in India which makes getting a competent teacher for your child like playing the lottery.

·  Although the situation is improving, it will take decades before the quality of India’s primary education system reaches Western levels. 

Secondary education in India

· Secondary education in India includes the two year high school as well as vocational colleges. The main focus of secondary education centres is on the preparation for certain professions. 

· Even though high schools and colleges face the same problems as primary schools, their quality of education is significantly better. 

· This is mainly due too the fact that experienced professionals from Indian companies and universities are called to teach at secondary schools on a regular basis. 

· Their experiences often compensate teachers’ lack of knowledge. However, even fewer children than at primary schools are able to attend secondary schools in India.

Admission requirements in India

The four school boards are:

· the state government’s secondary education examination board (SSLC)

·  which regulates the majority of Indian schools

· The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE)

· The Council for the Indian School Certificate Examinations (ISCE)

· The National Open School Board

· Which pre-requisites need to be fulfilled before you can enrol your child in an Indian school is hard to find out as there are four independent school boards responsible for different regions in India. 

· Requirements for the same type of school can even differ even within one state as the jurisdiction of the boards does not match state lines. 

School tuitions in India

· Even though public schools are free of charge, you will have to pay for books, lunch and exams, including the entrance exam, and as a foreigner you are expected to contribute to sports or building funds for your school. 

· These funds are tantamount to demanding a bribe and it is not clear whether your money is actually used to improve schooling.

·  However, if you want to keep your child’s chances of admission you should simply pay. 
RESERVATION POLICY:
· Reservation introduced for the equal progress of all the sections of the society.

· General category people have started to feel that they are being subjugated.

· The candidate who is the most worthy based on the merit should get the opportunity irrespective of his cast, creed and religious. STs (Scheduled tribe) are the tribes that are not confirmed  to Hinduism.
· SCs(Scheduled Caste) are the lower caste in the caste-hierarchy of the Hindu culture.

· Article 46 of the Indian Constitution:-

·              Educational and economic interests of the weaker sections of the people(SCs and STs) should be preserved and shall protect them from social injustice and all forms of exploitation.

· Reservation were introduced in the last decades of 19th century when the subcontinent was divided into British India and 600 princely states.

· The princely states were determined in the advancement of the minorities and deprived section of the society and hence reservation policies came into existence.

· Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar made certain arrangements for the backward classes to allow them to enjoy a humane lifestyle and bring their upliftment in the political field. 

· Total reservation quota stands at 45% in many states of India and this includes the SCs, STs, and the OBCs.

· Since economic status is not a test used, undeserving people gain the advantages and the deserving ones are still without a significant change in their situations. 

· Manual Commission Report of 1991 was in favour of reservations in higher education and government services for the other backward classes of India.
The current slogan in India seems to be “abolish reservation because merit and efficiency are in danger”.
Types of Reservation

· Caste Based:
Caste is decided based on birth, and can never be changed. A person can change his religious, and his economic status can fluctuate, the caste is permanent.

· Management Quota:

      It is a quota based on economic status irrespective of caste, race and religious; anybody   

      who has money can buy his/her seat.

· Gender Based:

                  The Women’s reservation bill was passed by the Rajya Sabha on 9 March 2010 by a majority vote of 186 members in favor and I against.

· d) Religious Based: 

            Government says that this sub-quota is based on the backwardness of the religious communities and not on the religious themselves.

· e) State of Domicile:

Most of jobs under state government are reserved to those who are domiciles under that government.

· f) Undergraduate Colleges:

     Institutes like JIPMER (Jawaharlal Institute of postgraduate Medical Education & Research) have a policy of reserving postgraduate seats of those who completed their MBBS in JIPMER.

· Other Criteria:

            1)  sons/Daughters/Grandsons/Granddaughters of Freedom Fighters.

            2)   Physically  handicapped.

            3)  Sports personalities

             4) Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) have a small fraction of reserved seats in educational institutions. They Have to pay more fees and pay in foreign currency.

            5)  Seat reservation for senior citizens/ PH in public Bus transport.

In 1932, the ‘depressed class’ led by Ambedkar demanded for separate electorate like that of Muslims, and other minorities..

After independence, the reservation policy became more explicit and clear as it had support of Indian Constitution. Before going further, the concept of SC, ST and OBC is required to be stated as these communities are the prime movers and beneficiaries of reservation policy.

Concepts of SC, ST and OBC:
SC:
The term ‘scheduled caste’ was coined by the Simon Commission in 1927. During the colonial period, the SCs were addressed by various terms. But since the enactment of the Government of India Act, 1935, they have been generally referred to as ‘scheduled castes’. They are also referred to as ‘dalits’.

After independence, the Constitution of India made a provision (Article 341) specifying the social groups which were to be treated as SCs by the Government of India and States. As there is no definition of scheduled castes in the Constitution, according to Article 341(2), “The President may, with respect to any state or union territory, after consultation with the governor, specify the castes, races, or tribes which shall for the purposes of the constitution be deemed to be SCs in relation to that state or union territory”.

ST: 
The term ‘tribe’ has never been defined with any scientific precision. Of course, some superficial and empirical characteristics are attributed to the term, namely homogeneity, isolation and non-assimilation, territorial integrity, consciousness of unique identify, animism (now defunct), but religion all pervasive, equity, multi-functionality of kinship relations, segmentory nature of the socio-economic units, frequent cooperation for common goals etc.

It is difficult to list the ethnic features that are common to all Indian tribes since India’s tribal world exhibits a high degree of diversity. After independence, however, the Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes listed common features which tribes shared among themselves.

These were:
(i) Tribes live away from the civilized world in the inaccessible part lying in the forest hills;

(ii) Tribes belong to one of the three stocks – Negrito, Australoid or Mongoloid;

(iii) The members of a tribe speak the common dialect;

(iv) Tribe practise primitive religion known as animism in which they worship ghosts and spirits;

(v) Tribes follow primitive occupations such as hunting and food gathering;

(vi) Tribes are largely meat eaters;

(vii) Tribes are pleasure seekers – they are fond of food and drinks (SC/ST Commission Report, 1952).

After independence, the Constitution of India made a provision (Article 342) specifying the social groups which were to be treated as scheduled tribes (STs) for official purpose. According to Article 342, “The President may, with respect to any state or union territory and where it is a state, after consultation with the governor, by public notification, specify the tribes or tribal communities or parts of, or groups within tribes or tribal communities which shall for the 

A person not belonging to SC/ST by birth will not be deemed to be a member of SC/ST by virtue of marriage with a person belonging to SC/ST. Similarly, a person belonging to SC/ST by birth will continue to belong to that category even after marriage with a person not belonging to SC/ST. If a SC person converted to a religion other than Hinduism/Sikhism/Buddhism, reconverts himself back to these religions, he will be deemed to have reverted to his original SC status, if he is accepted by the member of that particular caste as one among them.

OBC: 
The term ‘backward classes’, as originally used around 1919 by political leaders, referred to a section of population which was backward in a socio-economic sense. It did not limit itself to the matrix of caste. The term ‘backward classes’ encompassed the depressed classes, the aboriginal tribes and other backward classes (OBCs).

 In clause 4 of Article 15 regarding the prohibition of discrimination, it says that “nothing in this article or clause 2 of Article 29 shall prevent the state from making any special provision for the advancement of any social and educa​tionally backward classes of citizens or for the scheduled castes and the scheduled tribes”. 

Again, in Article 16 which provides for equality of opportunity in matters of public employment, the clause 4 says, “nothing in this article shall prevent parliament from making any provision for the reservation of appointments or posts in favour of any backward class of citizens which in the opinion of the state is not adequately repre​sented in the service under the state”.

Thus, though Constitution used the qualifying phrase “socially and educationally” in Article 15(4), the first obstacle before the state was to define backward classes. As SCs and STs are listed on separate categories, identifying backwardness purely on the basis of caste or Hindu religion was unjustifiable as groups could be backward in non-Hindu and intermediate caste communities too.

Some of the major recommendations of the Commission were:
(i) Reservation of 27 per cent jobs for OBCs in Central Government insti​tutions and also in educational institutions;

(ii) 27 per cent reservation for promotion at all levels;

(iii) Carry over period of three years for unfilled reserved quota; and

(iv) Age relaxation for OBCs should be similar to that of the SCs and STs.

In August 1990, after it was put in cold storage for 10 years, V.P. Singh government declared reservation of 27 per cent seats in government services on the basis of this report. However, this was challenged as unconstitutional.

Reservation and the Constitution: 
The Constitution provides certain special provisions to the SCs and STs to protect their educational and economic interest. These provi​sions are known as ‘protective discrimination policy’. They are related to (i) political reservations (Articles 330 and 332); (ii) reservation of seats in educational institutions (Articles 15(4), 29, 46); and (iii) reservation of government jobs (Articles 16(4), 320(4), 333 and 335). The Constitution provides equality before law and positive legal measures against the disabilities based on birth (Articles 15(2); 29(2), 35, 244 and 371(a)). By the various acts of parliament, the provisions received legal status.

Reservations and Concessions in Appointments: 
The present percentage fixed for reservation in direct recruitment for SCs and STs is shown in Table 6.1.



Extent of Application: 
The reservation is applicable to:
(a) All services/posts in the non-industrial as well as in the industrial establishments under the control of the Government of India;

(b) Work-charged posts except those required for emergencies like flood/accident, relief etc., per cent of reservation will be as for Groups “C” and “D”;

(c) Daily-rated staff, though reservation orders do not apply in toto, SC/ST candidates will be recruited in such a way that their total representation does not fall below the prescribed percentage; and

(d) Casual workers appointed against regular posts. Shortfall will be adjusted by appointment of SC/ST candidates from outside (Muthuswamy and Brinda, 2002).

However, reservation is not applicable to: (a) posts in Department of Space and trainees under the Department of Atomic Energy; and (b) ex-cadre posts. But if they are in existence for a long time, the question of including such posts in the cadre should be considered; and (c) posts filled
                                                         MARGINALIZATION

MEANING OF MARGINALIZED GROUPS AND MARGINALIZATION

In general, the term ‘marginalization’ describes the overt actions or tendencies of human societies, where people who they perceive to undesirable or without useful function, are excluded, i.e., marginalized. These people, who are marginalized, from a GROUP or COMMUNITY for their protection and integration and are known as ‘marginalized groups’. This limits their opportunities and means for survival. Peter Leonard defines marginality as, “. . . being outside the mainstream of productive activity and/or social reproductive activity”.

The Encyclopedia of Public Health defines marginalized groups as, ‘To be marginalized is to be placed in the margins, and thus excluded from the privilege and power found at the center”. Latin observes that, “‘Marginality’ is so thoroughly demeaning, for economic well-being, for human dignity, as well as for physical security. Marginal groups can always be identified by members of dominant society, and will face irrevocable discrimination.” 
Usually a minority group has the following characteristics
1) It suffers from discrimination and subordination.
2) They have physical and/or cultural traits that set them apart, and which are disapproved of, by a dominant group.
3) They share a sense of collective identity and common burdens.
4) They have shared social rules about who belongs, and who does not.
5) They have a tendency to marry within the group.

Thus, marginalization is a complex as well as shifting phenomenon linked to social status.

VARIOUS MARGINALIZED GROUPS AND THEIR PROBLEMS

Most vulnerable marginalized groups in almost every society can be summarized as below:

1. Women -

Women may be excluded from certain jobs and occupations, incorporated into certain others, and marginalized in others. In general they are always marginalized relative to men, in every country and culture. Women (or, men) don’t present a homogeneous category where members have common interests, abilities, or practices. Women belonging to lower classes, lower castes, illiterate, and the poorest region have different levels of marginalization than their better off counterparts.

2. People with disabilities -

People with disabilities have had to battle against centuries of biased assumptions, harmful stereotypes, and irrational fears. The stigmatization of disability resulted in the social and economic marginalization of generations with disabilities, and, like many other oppressed minorities, this has left people with disabilities in a severe state of impoverishment for centuries. The proportion of disabled population in India is about 21.9 million. The percentage of disabled population to the total population is about 2.13 per cent. There are interstate and interregional differences in the disabled population. The disabled face various types of barriers while seeking access to health and health services. Among those who are disabled women, children and aged are more vulnerable and need attention.

3. Schedule Castes(Dalits) -

The caste system is a strict hierarchical social system based on underlying notions of purity and pollution. Brahmins are on the top of the hierarchy and Shudras or Dalits constitute the bottom of the hierarchy. The marginalization of Dalits influences all spheres of their life, violating basic human rights such as civil, political, social, economic and cultural rights. A major proportion ofthe lower castes and Dalits are still dependent on others for their livelihood. Dalits does not refer to a caste, but suggests a group who are in a state of oppression, social disability and who are helpless and poor. Literacy rates among Dalits are very low. They have meager purchasing power and have poor housing conditions as well as have low access to resources and entitlements. Structural discrimination against these groups takes place in the form of physical, psychological, emotional and cultural abuse which receives legitimacy from the social structure and the social system. Physical segregation of their settlements is common in the villages forcing them to live in the most unhygienic and inhabitable conditions. All these factors affect their health status, access to healthcare and quality of life. There are high rates of malnutrition reported among the marginalized groups resulting in mortality, morbidity and anemia. Access to and utilization of healthcare among the marginalized groups is influenced by their socio-economi
statuswithinthe society.


Caste based marginalization is one of the most serious human rights issues in the world today, adversely affecting more than 260 million people mostly reside in India. Caste-based discrimination entails social and economic exclusion, segregation in housing, denial and restrictions of access to public and private services and employment, and enforcement of certain types of jobs on Dalits, resulting in a system of modern day slavery or bonded labour. However, in recent years due to affirmative action and legal protection, the intensity of caste based marginalization is reducing.

4. Scheduled Tribes –
           The Scheduled Tribes like the Scheduled Castes face structural discrimination within the Indian society. Unlike the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes are a product of marginalization based on ethnicity. In India, the Scheduled Tribes population is around 84.3 million and is considered to be socially and economically disadvantaged. Their percentages in the population and numbers however vary from State to State. They are mainly landless with little control over resources such as land, forest and water. They constitute a large proportion of agricultural laborers, casual laborers, plantation laborers, industrial laborers etc. This has resulted in poverty among them, low levels of education, poor health and reduced access to healthcare services. They belong to the poorest strata of the society and have severe health problems.

5. Elderly or Aged People –
       Ageing is an inevitable and inexorable process in life. In India, the population of the elderly is growing rapidly and is emerging as a serious area of concern for the government and the policy planners. According to data on the age of India’s population, in Census 2001, there are a little over 76.6 million people above 60 years, constituting 7.2 per cent of the population. The number of people over 60 years in 1991 was 6.8 per cent of the country’s population. The vulnerability among the elderly is not only due to an increased incidence of illness and disability, but also due to their economic dependency upon their spouses, children and other younger family members. According to the 2001 census, 33.1 per cent of the elderly in India live without their spouses. The widowers among older men form 14.9 per cent as against 50.1 per cent widows among elderly women. Among the elderly (80 years and above), 71.1 per cent of women were widows while widowers formed only 28.9 per cent of men. Lack of economic dependence has an impact on their access to food, clothing and healthcare. Among the basic needs of the elderly, medicine features as the highest unmet need. Healthcare of the elderly is a major concern for the society as ageing is often accompanied by multiple illnesses and physical ailments.

Children –
           Children Mortality and morbidity among children are caused and compounded by poverty, their sex and caste position in society.

All these have consequences on their nutrition intake, access to healthcare, environment and education. Poverty has a direct impact on the mortality and morbidity among children. In India, a girl child faces discrimination and differential access to nutritious food and gender based violence is evident from the falling sex ratio and the use of technologies to eliminate the girl child. The manifestations of these violations are various, ranging from child labor, child trafficking, to commercial sexual exploitation and many other forms of violence and abuse. With an estimated 12.6 million children engaged in hazardous occupations (2001 Census), for instance, India has the largest number of child laborers under the age of 14 in the world. Among children, there are some groups like street children and children of sex workers who face additional forms of discrimination. A large number of children are reportedly trafficked to the neighboring countries. Trafficking of children also continues to be a serious problem in India. While systematic data and information on child protection issues are still not always available, evidence suggests that children in need of special protection belong to communities suffering disadvantage and social exclusion such as scheduled casts and tribes, and the poor (UNICEF, India.

EDUCATION AS PUBLIC PROPERTY:
The board of directors of any school district may authorize the use of any schoolhouse and its grounds within the district for the purpose of meetings of lodges, agricultural societies, and similar societies, for parent-teacher associations, for community recreational activities, community education programs, election purposes, other meetings of public interest, public forums and similar community purposes; provided that such use shall in no way interfere with school activities; such use to be for such compensation and upon such terms and conditions as may be fixed by said board for the proper protection of the schoolhouse and the property belonging therein, including that of pupils, except that in the case of community education programs, any compensation necessary for programs provided specifically by community education and not those provided through community education by other agencies or organizations shall be compensated from the funding provided for community education programs.

Here are a few examples of application of these statutes to school districts:

1. Can public schools allow for-profit groups to use public school facilities at no charge?
No, you must charge a usage fee to groups using the facilities for private purposes. Additionally, you should check with your insurance carrier about any liabilities that may result from allowing this usage.

2. Can public schools allow students to borrow school equipment for personal use at no charge?
No, you must charge a usage fee. Additionally, you should check with your insurance carrier about any liabilities that may result from allowing this usage.

3. Can public schools use a school district’s student activities account to purchase entry fees for a private/nonschool     sponsored athletic tournament?
No, if the funds are property of the school district, they cannot be used for this private purpose.

EDUCATION FOR GLOBAL EQUALITY:
A democracy, if it is both to survive and to succeed must be based on the widest provision of educational facilities for all its members and not only for a few. The term equality of educational opportunity was often interpreted as opening of schools within walking distance for children and admission of children of all communities to schools. According to Kothari Commission (1964-66), “One of the important social objectives of education is to equalize opportunity, enabling the backward or underprivileged class to use education as a means to improve their condition.”

Hence, equality of educational opportunities in terms of caste, tribe, disability, gender and minorities is the only way for building up of an egalitarian and human society in which the exploitation of the weak will be minimized.

Meaning of Equality of Educational Opportunity:
Equality of educational opportunity includes provision of education for all, irrespective of religion, caste, creed, sex and location. It doesn’t mean identity of educational opportunity but a means best suited to the intelligence and aptitude of every student. Therefore, the National Policy on Education (NPE) 1986 emphasized that equality of education means “to provide for equal opportunity to all not only in access but also in the conditions for success.”

Constitutional Provisions for Equality of Education:
The following Articles of Indian Constitution stress the equality of educational provisions:

1. Article 26 (1): It states that education is a fundamental right. No person should be denied admission to educational institutions on the grounds of caste, colour, creed, religion or any one of them.

2. Article 21 (A): The 93rd Amendment of the Directive Principles of State Policy declares, “the State shall endeavour to provide … free and compulsory education for all children until they complete the age of 14 years.” Thus, it provides equal opportunity to all primary education for all children.

3. Article 46: The State shall promote with special care the education and economic interests of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and the weaker sections of the society.
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