UNIT – V – EDUCATION AND INDIAN CONSTITUTION

Fundamental Rights and duties of citizen and the directive principles of state policies – Critical understanding of constitutional values related to aims of education – Indian constitution and education – Freedom, Justice, Equality and Fraternity – Democracy – Secularism – Socialism.
Education and Indian Constitution

Introduction


Every organization / institution /nation thinks of having its own constitution so that it is in a position to make progress through proper planning.  The constitution is, therefore, a very important document for that social group.  Ever since India became free, the rulers of this country framed the constitution in which the different aspects of life have been enshrined.  Thus our constitution tells us clearly about fundamental rights, the Directive principles of state policy etc.

In the Constitution of India, education has been considered to be the fundamental right of citizens. Several provisions have been included in the Constitution to enable Indian citizens to use their fundamental right pertaining to education.

 Fundamental Rights of Citizen:
The Fundamental Rights, Directive Principles of State Policy 
The Fundamental Rights is defined as the basic human rights of all citizens. These rights, defined in Part III of the Constitution, apply irrespective of race, place of birth, religion, caste, creed or gender. They are enforceable by the courts, subject to specific restrictions.

 The Directive Principles of State Policy are guidelines for the framing of laws 'by the government. These provisions, set out in part IV of the Constitution, are not enforceable by the courts, but the principles on which they are based are fundamental guidelines for governance that the State is expected to apply in framing and passing laws. 

The Fundamental Duties are defined as the moral obligations of all citizens to help promote a spirit of patriotism and to uphold the unity of India. These duties, set out in Part IV—A of the Constitution, concern individuals and the nation. Like the Directive Principles, they are not legally enforceable, 

The Fundamental Rights, embodied in Part III of the Constitution, guarantee civil rights to all Indians, and prevent the State from encroaching on individual liberty while simultaneously placing upon it an obligation to protect the citizens' rights from encroachment by society. 

Seven fundamental rights were originally provided by the Constitution —.

· Right to equality

· Right to freedom

· Right against exploitation, 

· Right to freedom of religion, 

· cultural and educational rights, 

· Right to property and

· Right to constitutional remedies.

However, the right to property was removed from Part III of the Constitution by the 44th Amendment in 1978. The purpose of the Fundamental Rights is to preserve individual liberty and democratic principles based on equality of all members of society.

1. Right to Equality(Article 14)
Right to equality is very important in a society like ours. The purpose of this right is to establish the rule of law where the entire treated equal before the law. It has five provisions (Articles 14-18) to provide for equality before law or for the protection of law to all the persons in India and also to prohibit discrimination on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth. 

· Equality before Law: The Constitution guarantees that all citizens will be equal before law. It means that everyone will be equally protected by the laws of the country. No person is above law.  It means that if two persons commit the same crime, both of them will get the same punishment without any discrimination.

·  No Discrimination on the basis of Religion, Race, Caste, Sex or Place of Birth:

The State cannot discriminate against a citizen on the basis of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth. This is necessary to bring about social equality-Every citizen of India has equal access to shops, restaurants, places of public entertainment or in the use of wells, tanks or roads without any discrimination. However, the State can make special provisions or concessions for Women and children. 

· Equality of Opportunity to all Citizens in matter of Public Employment: 

The State cannot discriminate against anyone in the matter of public employment. All citizens can apply and become employees of the State. Merits and qualifications will be the basis of employment. 

·  Abolition of Untouchability: 

Practicing untouchability in any form has been made a punishable offence under the law. This provision is an effort to uplift the social status of millions of Indians who had been looked down upon and kept at a distance because of either their caste or the nature of their profession. But, it is really very unfortunate that despite constitutional provisions, this social evil continues even today. 

· Abolition of Titles: 

All the British titles like Sir (Knighthood) or Rai Bahadur which were given to the British loyalists during the British rule, have been abolished because they created distinctions Of artificial nature. However, the President of India can confer civil and military awards to those who have rendered meritorious service to the nation in different fields. The civil awards such as Bharat Ratna, Padma Vibhushan, Padam Bhushan and Padma Shri and the military awards like Veer Chakra, Paramveer Chakra, Ashok Chakra are conferred. 

2.Right to Freedom (Article 19)
 Human beings definitely want and need freedom. The Constitution of India provides Right to Freedom to all its citizens. This Right is stipulated under Articles 19-22. The following are the four categories of Rights to Freedom: Six Freedoms: Article 19 of the Constitution provides for the following six freedoms:

(a) Freedom of speech and expression 

(b) Freedom to assemble peacefully and without arms 

(c)Freedom to form Associations and Unions 

(d) Freedom to move freely throughout the territory of India 

(e) Freedom to reside and settle in any part of India 

(f) Freedom to practice any profession or to carry on any occupation, trade or business 

The purpose of providing these freedoms is to build and maintain an environment for proper functioning of democracy. However, the Constitution has authorized the State to impose certain reasonable restrictions on each of them: 

1. Restrictions may be put on the Right to Freedom of speech and expression in the interests of the sovereignty, integrity and security of India, `friendly relations with foreign States, public order, decency or morality, or in relation to contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an offence. 

2. Right to assemble peacefully and without arms may be restricted in the - interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India or public order. 

3. Right to form associations or unions may have restrictions in the interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India, public order or morality. 

4. Right to move freely throughout the territory of India and to reside and settle in any part of India may also be restricted in the interest of the general public or for the protection of the interests of any Scheduled Tribe. 

5. Right to practice any profession or to carry on any occupation, trade or business may have restrictions in the interests of the general public. The State is also permitted to lay down the professional or technical qualifications necessary for practicing any profession or carrying on any occupation; trade or business. 

3. Right against Exploitation (Article 23)
Have you ever thought how many ways exploitations take place in our society? You might have seen a small child working in a tea shop or a poor and illiterate person being forced to work in the household of a rich person. Traditionally, the Indian society has been hierarchical that has encouraged 

exploitation in many forms. Which is why, the Constitution makes provisions against exploitation. The citizens have been guaranteed the right against exploitation through Articles 23 and 24 of the Constitution. These two provisions are:

1. Prohibition of traffic in human beings and forced labour: 

Traffic in human beings and begar and other similar forms of forced labour are prohibited and any breach of this provision shall be an offence punishable in accordance with law.

2. Prohibition of employment of children in factories, etc.: - 

As the Constitution provides, no child below the age of fourteen years shall be employed to work in any factory or mine or engaged in any other hazardous employment. This right aims at eliminating one of the most serious problems, child labour, that India has been facing since ages. Children are assets of the society. It is their basic right to enjoy a happy childhood and get education. 
4.Right to Freedom of Religion (Article 25)
As you know, one of the objectives declared in the Preamble is "to secure to all its citizens liberty of belief, faith and worship". Since India is a multi-religion country, where Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Christians and many other communities live together, the Constitution declares India as a 'secular state'. It means that Indian State has no religion of its own. But it allows full freedom to all the citizens to have faith in any religion and to worship, the way they like. But this should not interfere with the religious and ways of worship of other fellow beings. This freedom is available to the foreigners as well. In respect of the Right to freedom the Constitution makes the following four provisions under Articles 25-28: 

a) Freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of religion: 

All persons are equally entitled to freedom of conscience and the right to profess, practice and propagate religion freely. However, it does not mean that one can force another person to convert his/her religion by force or allurement. Also, certain inhuman, illegal and superstitious practices have been banned. Religious practices like sacrificing animals or human beings, for offering to gods and goddesses or to some supernatural forces are not-permissible. 

b) Freedom to manage religious affairs: 

Section thereof shall have the right (a) to establish and maintain institutions for religious group or any Subject to public order, morality and health, every religious and charitable purpose; (b) to manage its own affairs in matters of religion; (c) to own and acquire movable and immovable property; and (d) to administer such property in accordance with law. 

c) Freedom as to the payment of taxes for promotion of any particular religion:

No person shall be compelled to pay any tax, the proceeds of which are specifically used in payment of expenses the incurred on the promotion or maintenance of any particular religion or religious sect. 

d) Freedom as to attendance at religious instruction or religious worship in certain educational institutions: 

No religious instruction shall be provided in any educational institution wholly maintained out of State funds. However, it will not apply to an educational institution which is administered by the State but has been established under any trust which requires that religious instruction shall be imparted in such an institution. But no person attending such an institution shall be compelled to take part in any religious instruction that may be imparted there or attend any religious worship that may be conducted there. 

5. Cultural and Educational Rights

 India is the largest democracy in the world having diversity of culture, scripts, languages and religions. As we know the democracy is a rule of the majority. But the minorities are also equally important for its successful working. Therefore, protection of language, culture and religion of the minorities becomes essential so that the minorities may not feel neglected or undermined under the impact of the majority rule. Since people take pride in their own culture and language, a special right known cultural and Educational Right has been included in the Chapter on Fundamental Rights. In Articles 29-30 two major provisions have been made: 

1. Protection of interests of minorities: Any minority group having a distinct language, script or culture of its own shall have the right to conserve the same. No citizen shall be denied admission into any educational institution maintained by the State or receiving aid out of State funds on grounds only of religion, race, caste, language or any of them. 

2. Right of minorities to establish and administer educational institutions: All Minorities, whether based on religion or language, have the right to establish and administer educational institutions of their choice. In making any law providing for the compulsory acquisition of any property of an educational institution established and administered by a minority, the State shall ensure that the amount fixed by or determined under such law for the acquisition of such property would not restrict or abrogate the right guaranteed under that clause. 

6 Right to Constitutional Remedies 

Since Fundamental Rights are justifiable, they are just like guarantees. They are enforceable, as every individual has the right to seek the help from courts, if they are violated. But in reality it is not so. Encroachment or violation of Fundamental Right in our day to day life is a matter of great concern. Which is why, our Constitution does not permit the legislature and the executive to curb these rights. It provides legal remedies for the protection of our Fundamental Rights. This is called the Right to Constitutional Remedies stipulated in Article 32. When any of our rights are violated, we can seek justice through courts. We can directly approach the Supreme Court that can issue directions, orders or writs for the enforcement of Fundamental Rights.

7. Right to Education (RTE) – Article 21A
The Right to Education is added by introducing a new Article 21A in the It was a long standing demand so that all children in the age group oAinf6-enlAdinyeeanrts. Chapter on Fundamental Rights in 2002 by the 86th Constitutional (and their parents) can claim compulsory and free education as a Fundamental Right. It is a major step forward in making the country free of illiteracy. But this addition remained meaningless, as it could not be enforced until 2009 when the Parliament passed the Right to Education Act 2009- It is this Act which aims at ensuring that every child who is between 6-14years of age and is out of the school in India, goes to school and receives quality education, that is his/her right. 

Fundamental Duties of Citizen:
The fundamental duties in the constitution serve as a reminder to the citizens that while enjoying their rights, they should also be conscious of their duties towards the country.  We have borrow fundamental duties from the constitution of former soviet union, Originally, constitution did not content fundamental duties.  In 1976, the fundamental duties of citizen were added by 42nd constitutional amendment act 1976 on the basis Swarensingh committee report.  Originally,  ten fundamental duties added. In 2002 one more duty was added.

List of Fundamental Duties: Art. 51A, Part IVA of the Indian constitution, specifies the list of fundamental duties of the citizens. It says “it shall be the duty of every citizen of India:

1. to abide by the constitution and respect its ideal and institutions;

2. to cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for freedom;

3. to uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India;

4. to defend the country and render national service when called upon to do so;

5. to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people of   

   India transcending religious, linguistic and regional diversities, to renounce practices  

   derogatory to the dignity of women;

6. to value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture;

7. to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers, and wild-life  

    and to have compassion for living creatures;

8. to develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform;

9. to safeguard public property and to abjure violence;

10. to strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity, so that the  

      nation constantly rises to higher levels of endeavor and achievement.
The Directive Principles of State Policies

Introduction

The Directive Principles of State Policy are enumerated in part IV of the constitution from Articles 36-51.  Dr.BR. Ambedkar, prescribed these principles as novel features of the constitution.  The Directive Principles of State along with fundamental rights are the philosophy and soul of the constitution.
The Directive Principles may be classified into 3 broad categories—

· Socialistic

· Gandhian and

· Liberal-intellectual.

(1) Socialistic Directives

Principal among this category of directives are (a) securing welfare of the people (Art. 38) (b) securing proper distribution of material resources of the community as to best sub serve the common-good, equal pay for equal work, protection of childhood and youth against exploitation. etc. (Art.39), (c) curing right to work, education etc. Art. (41), (d) securing just and humane conditions of work and maternity relief (Art. 42) etc.

 (2) Gandhian Directives

Such directives are spread over several Arts. Principal among such directives are (a) to organize village panchayats (Art. 40), (b) to secure living wage, decent standard of life, and to promote cottage industries (Art.43), (c) to provide free and compulsory education to all children up to 14 years of age (Art. 45), (d) to promote economic and educational interests of the weaker sections of the people, particularly, the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes, (e) to enforce prohibition of intoxicating drinks and cow-slaughter and to organize agriculture and animal husbandry on scientific lines (Arts. 46-48).

 (3) Liberal intellectual directives

Principal among such directives are (a) to secure uniform civil code throughout the country (Art.44), (b) to separate the judiciary from the executive (Art.50),  (c) to protect monuments of historic and national importance and  (d) to promote international peace and security.

On the whole, Part IV contains a formidable list of directives given to the executive and the legislatures to follow in issuing orders or making laws. These directives make India a “plastic state.” The directives may be used by any party with any ideology. In fact, the Directive Principles are codified versions of democratic socialist order as conceived by Nehru with an admixture of Gandhian thought.

Part IV of the constitution does not form an operative part of the constitution. The directives are non-justiciable in character. The courts cannot compel the governments to enforce the directives.

But if there is no judicial sanction behind the directives, there are certainly political sanctions. Art. 37 make the directives, “fundamental in the governance of the country and in… making laws.” Hence the government cannot totally ignore them, for fear of adverse popular reaction. The opposition inevitably takes the government to task whenever the directives are blatantly ignored, thus scoring a political point.

The non-justiciability of part IV has exposed the directives to trenchant criticism. Jennings calls them “pious aspirations,” and “Fabian socialism without socialism.” Where characterizes them as “paragraphs of generalities.”

Yet many scholars appreciate the value of the directives. Sir B. N.  Rau regards them as “moral precepts” with an educative value. Ambedkar considered them as powerful instruments for the transformation of India from a political democracy into an economic democracy. The directive principles according to Granville Austin are “positive obligations”… to find a piddle way between individual liberty and Public good. “The directives constitute a sort of “instrument of instruction” to all governments in the great task of transforming a laissez-fire society into a welfare state, a socialistic pattern of society and eventually into a socialist society.

Right to Social Security and to Work: 

Article 41 directs the State to make effective provision for securing the right to work, to education and to public assistance in cases of unemployment, old age, sickness and disablement, and in other cases of undeserved want.

Right to Health :  The right to health has been treated by the Supreme Court as part of the right to ‘life’ in article 21 But, the right to health is not a right to be ‘healthy’.  It means a right both to certain ‘freedoms’ and ‘entitlements’.  The freedoms include the right to control ones’ health and body, including sexual and reproductive freedom and the right to be free from interference, such as by non-consensual medical treatment and experimentation.

Right to Food and Freedom from Hunger, Clothing and Housing or Shelter: 

The State must recognize the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself and his family, including adequate food, clothing and housing and to the continuous improvement of living conditions; the State shall also have to recognize the right of everyone to be free from hunger.  It shall then have to initiate programmes to improve methods of production, conservation and distribution of food by making full use of technical and scientific knowledge, by disseminating knowledge of the principles of nutrition and by developing or reforming agrarian system in such a way as to achieve the most efficient development and utilization of natural resources; and to take into account, the problem of both food-importing and food-exporting countries and to ensure an equitable distribution of world food supplies in relation to need.

Right to Education: 

Article 21(A) under the Directive Principles had envisaged free and compulsory education within ten years for all children till the age of 14. The national goal of universalisation of elementary education has still not been reached.  Education for all remains an objective with the target date being pushed forward after every review.  Increase in literacy rates to 72 per cent by 2007 and to 80 per cent by 2012, and universal access to primary education by 2007, has been set as goals in the approach paper to the Tenth Plan.

Control of Population: 

Art. 47A. Control of Population:- The State shall endeavour to secure control of population by means of education and implementation of small family norms.

Article 49 of the Directive Principles requires the State to protect monuments and places and objects of national importance.  For the purpose of protecting culture in all its facets and in developing it, the State has to set apart necessary resources.

for more about constitution provisions

Critical Understanding of constitutional values related to aims of education:

Some of the major constitutional provisions on education in India are as follows:

There are some changes regarding the 42nd Amendment to the Constitution. During 1976 our constitution was amended in many of its fundamental provisions. Under the Constitution of India, the Central Government has been specifically vested with several educational responsibilities.

1. Free and Compulsory Education:

The Constitution makes the following provisions under Article 45 of the Directive Principles of State Policy that, “The state shall endeavour to provide within a period of ten years from the commencement of this Constitution, for free and compulsory Education for all children until they complete the age of fourteen years.”

The expression ‘State’ which occurs in this Article is defined in Article 12 to include “The Government and Parliament of India and the Government and the Legislature of each of the States and all local or other authorities within the territory of India or under the control of the Government of India.” It is clearly directed in Article 45 of the Constitution that the provision of Universal, Free and Compulsory Education becomes the joint responsibility of the Centre and the States.

2. Education of Minorities:

Article 30 of the Indian Constitution relates to certain cultural and educational rights to establish and administer educational institutions.

It lays down:

(i) All minorities whether based on religion or language, shall have the right to establish and administer educational institutions of their choice.

(ii) The state shall not, in granting aid to educational institutions, discriminate against any educational institution on the ground that it is under the management of a minority, whether based on religion or language.

3. Language Safeguards:

Article 29(1) states “Any section of the citizen, residing in the territory of India or any part there of having a distinct language, script or culture of its own, hall have the right to conserve the same.” Article 350 B provides for the appointment of special officer for linguistic minorities to investigate into all matters relating to safeguards provided for linguistic minorities under the Constitution.

4. Education for Weaker Sections:

Article 15, 17, 46 safeguard the educational interests of the weaker sections of the Indian Community, that is, socially and educationally backward classes of citizens and scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. Article 15 states, “Nothing in this article or in clause (2) of Article 29 shall prevent the state from making any special provision for the advancement of any socially and educationally backward classes of citizens or for the scheduled castes and the scheduled tribes.”

5. Secular Education:

India is a secular country. It is a nation where spirituality based on religion, had always been given a high esteem. Under the Constitution, minorities, whether based on religion or language, are given full rights to establish educational institutions of their choice. Referring to the constitutional provisions that religious instructions given in institutions under any endowment or Trust, should not be interfered with even if such institutions are helped the State.

6. Equality of Opportunity in Educational Institutions:

Article 29(1) state “No citizen shall be denied admission into any educational institution maintained by the State or receiving aid out of State funds, on grounds only of religion, race, caste, language or any of them.”

The well-known Kothari Commission, 1964-66 recommended that Central Government should undertake the responsibility in education for the equalization of educational opportunities with special reference to the reduction of inter-state differences and the advancement of the weaker section of the community.

7. Instruction in Mother -Tongue:

There is diversity of languages in our country. After the dawn of Independence, Mother- Tongues have received special emphasis as medium of instruction and subjects of study. In the Constitution of India, it has been laid down that the study of one’s own language is a fundamental right of the citizens.

Secondary Education Commission, 1952-53 recommended that the mother tongue or the regional language should generally be the medium of instruction throughout secondary school stage subject to the provision that for linguistic minorities, special facilities should be made available. Kothori Commission, 1964-66 has also said that at college and university stage, mother-tongue should be the medium. The medium of instruction at school level is already mother-tongue. This is not a new proposal.

8. Promotion of Hindi:

The Indian Constitution makes provision for the development and promotion of Hindi as national language. Article 351 enjoins the Union, the duty to promote the spread of the Hindi language.

Hindi accepted as the Official Language of India as laid down by the Constitution in following words:

“It shall be the duty of the Union to promote the spread of the Hindi language, to develop it so that it may serve as a medium of expression of all the elements of the composite culture of India.” In practice, Hindi is already largely in use as a link language for the country. The educational system should contribute to the acceleration of this process in order to facilitate the movement of student and teacher and to strengthen national Unity.

9. Higher Education and Research:

Parliament has the exclusive rights to enact legislation in respect of institutions and Union Agencies mentioned in entries 63, 64, 65, and 66 of List. 

10. Women’s Education:

One of the unique features of Modem Indian Education is the tremendous advancement of Women’s Education. Education of the girls is considered to be more important than that of the boys.

11. Education in the Union Territories:

Article 239 of the Constitution states, “Save as otherwise provided by Parliament by Law, every Union Territory shall be administrator by the president acting to such extent as he thinks fit through an administrator to be appointed by him with such designation as he may specify.”

12. Educational and cultural relations with foreign countries:

Entry 13 of the Union List reads. Participation in international conferences, associations and other bodies and implementing decisions made there at.

Indian constitution and education:

We, the people of India having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Democratic, Republic and to Secular and to secure all its citizens.  
Justice: Social, economic and political

Liberty: Liberty of thought, experience, belief, faith and worship;

Equality: of status and of opportunity ; and to promote among them all;

Fraternity : Assuming the dignity of the individual and the unity of the nation;

Fundamental Rights and Duties

In our Constituent Assembly, this twenty sixth day of November, 1949, do hereby adopt, enact and give to ourselves this constitution.

Freedom, Justice, Equality and Fraternity:
Justice 

The ideal of justice social, economic and political—has been taken from the Russian Revolution (1917). Preamble contains Justice and which is further in terms of social, economic and political.

· Social justice denotes the equal treatment of all citizens without any social distinction based on caste, colour, race, religion, sex and so on. It means absence of privileges being extended to any particular section of the society, and improvement in the conditions of backward classes (SCs. STs and OBCs) and women.

· Economic justice denotes the non-discrimination between people on the basis of economic factors. It involves the elimination of glaring inequalities in wealth, income and property. 

·  Political justice implies that all citizens should have equal political rights, equal access to all political offices and equal voice in the government.

Equality

The word equality and fraternity in our Preamble have been taken from the French Revolution. The Preamble secures equality of status and opportunity to all citizens of India. Here Equality means to provide equal opportunity to all citizens  of India rather than special provisions to some sections of society. Even through Fundamental Rights Articles 14 to 18 clearly describe and helps to create equality among all citizens of India.  This fundamental Right is for Civic Equality and for Political equality, adult suffrage (Article 326), election to Lok Sabha, State Assemblies.  These all brings equality among all citizens of India. 

Fundamental Rights includes following Articles: 

·  Equality before the law (Article 14)

· Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth (Article 15) 

· Equality of opportunity in matters of public employment (Article 16)

· Abolition of Untouchability. (Article 17)

· Abolition of titles (Article 18)

Fraternity: 

The word fraternity in our Preamble has been taken from the French Revolution. 

Fraternity means a sense of brotherhood. The Constitution promotes this feeling of fraternity by the system of single citizenship. Also, the Fundamental Duties (Article 51-A) say that it shall be the duty of every citizen of India to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people of India transcending religious, linguistic, regional or sectional diversities.

Socialist 

This term was added as 42nd Amendment to Indian Constitution in 1976. During the independence, India was in favour of 'democratic socialism' and not a 'communistic socialism'. Both have different meaning: "Democratic socialism" means a country where mixed economy exists and have existence all public & private players. "Communistic Socialism" means a country where all the production & distribution be in hands of Government and abolition of all rules related to private property. 

Before 42nd Amendment, Indian Constitution contains Socialist content and that is part Directive Principles of State Policy. The Directive Principle of State policy talked about Marxism Socialist as well as Gandhian Socialist and it is more toward Gandhian Socialism. The new economic policy (1991) of Liberalization, Privatization and Globalization (LPG) has, however, diluted the socialist credentials of the Indian State.

                                                DEMOCRACY AND EDUCATION
INTRODUCTION:

Democracy is a voice of revolt against despotism, coercion, imposition and arbitrary authority which condemns the exploitation of the weaker by the stronger.  The democracy is a current concept which has taken different forms like political democracy, economic democracy, social democracy and educational democracy.  Let us discuss these forms of democracy one by one in order to understand the true meaning of democracy.  

MEANING OF DEMOCRACY:

1. Political Democracy:     The word ‘democracy is derived from two Greek words ‘demos’ and ‘kratos’. The word demos mean ‘people’ and ‘kratos’ means ‘power’. In the words of Abraham Lincoln, “Democracy is government of the people, by the people, for the people.” 

2. Economic Democracy:   Economic democracy means that people as a whole will have the economic power; only a few capitalist will not possess that power. Economic democracy is opposed to any kind of economic exploitation.

3. Social Democracy:    Social democracy consists in the absence of distinctions on the basis of caste, creed, colour, sex or religion. Everyone will have equality of opportunity.

4. Educational Democracy:   Democracy in education is a recent idea and it is opposed to the continuation of autocratic and totalitarian practices in the administration, discipline, and supervision of methods of teaching prevalent in our educational institutions.

FUNDAMENTAL ASSUMPTIONS OR VALUES OF DEMOCRACY

1. Respect for dignity of the person:  Democracy believes in the essential dignity of all human beings. Democratic society as a whole aims at the highest development of the individual. Each individual occupies the dignified position in the cosmic universe irrespective of caste, creed or religion.

2. Freedom:  Democracy is based on freedom. Individual is given freedom i.e.. Freedom of thought, expression, belief, faith, worship, vocation and movement to develop his personality. Individual freedom does not imply lack of self-control. It means rational freedom.

3. Equality of opportunity:   In a democratic society equal opportunities are provided to everybody to realize his best self. Men are born equal but not identical. Each man has different abilities, aptitudes, interests and inheritance.

4. Group living:    Democracy encourages formation of multiple associations and groups. Thus group living develops co-operation; fellow-feeling and brotherhood of man are guiding principles of democracy.

5. Faith in tolerance:   Toleration is an essential element of democracy. In democracy all types of physical, social, economical, cultural, political, religious and individual differences in language, thoughts, habits, food and dress etc and the fundamental principle is “live and let others live.”

6. Faith in change:   Democracy has a liberal attitude towards change. It welcomes change if and when is needed for the betterment of the society. Standardisation or stagnation is the enemy of democracy.

7. Faith in peaceful method:   Democracy believes in peace. Democracy achieves peaceful solutions to all problems that endanger security of our human life and existence.

MAIN FEATURES OF DEMOCRATIC EDUCATION

1. Universal and compulsory education:  Education under democracy is universal and compulsory. Democratic education is available to all so that every member may participate intelligently in social, economical and political life of the community.

2. Broad-based education:  The more democratised the education is broader it tends to become. Democratic education based on philosophy, psychology, sociology and biology etc. Philosophy determines the aims, psychology helps in achieving the aims and sociology provides the environment for education and biology provides the data.  

3. Child-centered education:  Democratic education is broad-based.  Education is meant for child and not child is meant for education. Education is to be given in accordance with the child’s need, interests, abilities and aptitudes.

4. Community-centered education:   It is given in accordance with needs, interests and problems of the community. It is related to social environment of the child.

5. Cultural basis of education:   Democracy in education has a cultural basis of course materialism get its due place, but not the sole emphasis. Thus democratic education strikes a happy balance between materialism and spiritualism.

6. Decentralisaton in educational organization:   Democracy means exchange of views, which is only possible when power is decentralized. Private enterprise in education is allowed to function and given proper grant-in-aid for imparting education.

7. Education for worthy citizenship:   Democratic education develops worthy citizenship which involves recognition and fulfillment by an individual of the obligations towards himself and his fellow-men.

8. Education for leisure, national integration and international understanding:  Democratic education is useful and effective. It is not ornamental.

9. Provisions for adult education:  in democracy, attention is being paid not only to child education but also to the adult education.

10. Student’s association:  In democratic education, students take interest in the activities of the school to some extent.

DEMOCRACY AND VARIOUS ASPECTS OF EDUCATION

Democracy and Aims of Education:

The Secondary Education Commission has laid down the following aims of education for our country:

1. Development of democratic citizenship: 

Citizenship in democracy is a very exacting and challenging responsibility for which every citizen has to be carefully trained.  The Secondary Education Commission suggests that in order to develop democratic citizenship education should aim at developing the following qualities:

· Clear thinking.

· Clearness in speech and writing.

· Art of living with community.

· Sense of true patriotism.

· Development of sense of world citizenship.

2. Improvement of vocational efficiency: 



The second impotent aim of our educational system should be to increase the productive or technical and vocational efficiency of our students. This includes the following:          

· Creation of attitude to work.

· Promotion of technical skill and efficiency.

3. Development of personality: 



The third main aim our educational system according to Secondary Commission is the development of personality which includes: 

· Releasing the sources of creative energy.

· Cultivating rich interest.

· Giving a place of honour.

4. Development of the qualities for leadership:



This is important for successful functioning 

· Social.

· Political.

· Industrial.

· Cultural fields.

  DEMOCRACY AND CURRICULUM

1. Broad-based curriculum:  In order to achieve the democratic ideals i.e. development of democratic citizenship, improvement of vocational efficiency, development of personality and development of qualities for leadership. The curriculum should contain co-curricular activities, the play way activities etc.

2. Variety and flexibility: The curriculum should not be rigid. This principle of flexibility in the curriculum helps in accommodates brilliants as well as the average educate.

3. Principle of local requirements:  Democratic curriculum should take into account local requirements and environmental requirements. 

4. Social outlook:  Education must benefit the society Therefore social aims should be the main principle of curriculum construction.

5. Provision for vocational needs:   Curriculum should have a vocational bias as well. It should between general and vocational education.

6. Integrated curriculum: 
The curriculum should be constructed on the basis of principle pf integration.  It should be so devised that it may present a coherent picture of the universe an integrated way of life.  

While keeping in view the above principles of curriculum construction for a democratic educational institution in India, we may suggest the following subjects in the curriculum :

· Natural sciences.

· Social sciences.

· Study of arts.

· Vocational or professional education.

DEMOCRACY AND METHODS OF TEACHING:

· Montessori Method.

· Project method.

· Dalton Method.

· Heuristic method.

· Laboratory or Experimental method.

· Socialized Techniques.

· Seminars, Symposium etc.

DEMOCRACY AND TEACHER:

The teacher role is that of a friend, philosopher, stage-setter, sympathetic guide or a vigilant supervisor.
DEMOCRACY AND DISCIPLINE:

Freedom is counter part of discipline. Discipline consists of the control by the self-rational. Self-discipline is free, positive and natural. Thus democratic discipline is free and positive discipline based on love, sympathy, co-operation and human relationship.

DEMOCRACY AND SCHOOL ADMINISTRATON:

The following are the features of democratic school administration:

1. More right to teachers.

2. Greater freedom to teachers.

3. Democratic environment in schools.

EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRACY – WAYS AND MEANS:

 The following are the ways and means of importing education for democracy:

1. Recognition of the individual’s worth:


Individual is the heart of a democratic philosophy of life. Hence due recognition should be given to the individuality of the child.  We may take the help of the following steps for this purpose:

i. Universal education

ii. Child – Centered education

iii. Diversified curriculum

2.  Development of critical and objective thinking:


Critical and objective thinking is essential for the successful working of democracy. The following steps can be taken for developing critical and objective thinking.

i. Education in mother tongue

ii. Provision for self-governing units

iii. Provision of self-expression activities

iv. Dividing students in small groups

v. Dynamic and progressive methods of teaching

3.  Training for human relationship:


In the words of John Dewey, “Democracy is primarily a mode of associated living, of conjoint communicated experience”. The following steps can be taken for providing for human relationships:

i. Encourage group living

ii. Residential schools

iii. Provision for social sciences

4.  Training for character:


Character is the faith of a democratic society.   The following steps are suggested for building character of the pupils:

i. Provide Ideal

ii. Example of great men. 

iii. Biographies of great men

iv. Individual attention

v. Acquaint with ideals of the society 

5. Vocational efficiency: 

For an effective democracy, vocational efficiency is essential.  As Indian Education Commission has suggested, the school can take following steps in this connection:

i. Science education

ii. Work experience

iii. Vocationalisation

6.  Democratic educational administration:


Schools should be made the centers of democracy.  Democratic principle should be applied to every aspect of school administration and organization such as methods of teaching, organization of pupil’s activities, students unions or councils, time-table construction and discipline etc. 

CONCLUSION

Democratic ideals imply respect for the individual, freedom to all, equality of opportunities, safeguarding interests of minorities, believing in the method of peace, dealing with all individuals on the principles of justice, co-operative living and fair play. Education is the weapon of democracy.
SECULARISM AND EDUCATION

INTRODUCTION

Our country has chosen to build itself into a democratic and secular society in which different groups and communities can flourish side by side in confidence and good will, different social and cultural traditions might grow in freedom, and all citizens might be able to make the best of their capacities for personal fulfillment and social progress.  Secularism and democracy are mutually complementary.  Similarity democracy in a multi-religious and multi-cultural society like India can grow only in a secular framework.

DEFINITIONS OF SECULARISM:

CHAMBERS DICTIONARY:

According to Chambers dictionary secularism is “the belief that the state, morals, education etc. should be independent of religion.

OXFORD DICTIONARY:

Oxford Dictionary defines Secularism as “The doctrine that morality should be based solely in regard to the well-being mankind in the present life, to the exclusion of all considerations drawn from belief in god”.

VIEW OF GEORGE JACOB HOLYDAKE:

The word ‘secularism’ was first used in the nineteenth century by George Jacob Holydake. He derived it from the Latin word “Saeculum” meaning “this present age” and used in the context of social and ethical value or system. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF A SECULAR STATE:

According to Prof. Donald E. Smith the secular state is “a state which guarantees individual and corporate freedom of religion, deals with the individual as a citizen irrespective of his religion, is not constitutionally connected to a particular religion nor does it seek either to promote or interfere with religion”

IMPORTANT CHARACTERS OF A SECULAR STATE:

· A Secular state functions in a way independent of religion.

· A secular state treats all religions on equal footing, neither interfering with nor promoting religion.

· A secular state permits individual and collective freedom of religions.

· A secular state views all individual as citizens of with equal rights and not as a members of particular religious group.

· A secular state is not against religion, but may restrict religious freedom or regular religious practices in public interest of harmony, peace, morality and health.

 NEED OR IMPORTANCE OF SECULAR-BASED EDUCATION:

1. Development of moral outlook:     It is the foundation for development of character and moral development. It inculcates in students humanity, truthfulness, tolerance, honesty, courtesy, sympathy, spirit of service and sacrifice which form noble character of man and develops his personality.

2. Development of wider attitude:     Secular-based education is required to make a man dynamic and enlightened. It can make him courageous enough to face the problems of life boldly and solve them to the best of his efforts and intelligence.

3. Development of pluralistic outlook:    Secular-based education is needed for the emergency of a healthy pluralistic outlook which fosters the growth of science, art, philosophy and even religion.

4. Development of democratic qualities:     Secular-based education helps man in developing democratic qualities like liberty, equality, fraternity and co-operative living. True secularism stresses the dignity of the individual and the sacredness of human being.

5. Cultural development:     Secular-based education helps in promotion of cultural development. It preserves and reinforces culture. Secularism is a dynamic part of culture.

6. Development of scientific spirit:    Secular-based education releases the individual from strong bonds of blind faith. Secular-based education promotes rationality, objectivity, and open-mindedness apart from humanistic values like tolerance and compassion.

7. Balance between spiritual and material:    Secular-based education glorifies material needs and promotes reverence for earthly life, without rejecting spiritual values. Secularism helps to strike a healthy balance between the spiritual and the material.

8. Basis of humanitarianism:    Secular-based education is the basis for humanitarianism. It stands for peace, good will and understanding. It will raise man to high level. It will cause happiness, order in the world by cultivating faith in truth, beauty and goodness.

EDUCATIONAL EFFORTS FOR PROMOTION OF SECULARISM:

1. Educational aims:   The philosophy of humanism guides our educational objectives. It seeks to develop our nation as a rational, democratic, progressive and modern welfare state.

2. Organization of educational institutions:     The organization of most of our educational institutions is based on secular principles. It is necessary to observe secular, democratic, rational criteria in appointments, promotions, admissions, and all such matters.

3.  Educational curriculum:   Our educational curriculum at all levels lay special emphasis on the promotion of secular values. It is the usual practice in all schools, colleges, and universities to celebrate fairs, festivals, birth anniversaries etc. relating to different religions. Secularism stands for scientific rationalism. It stresses logical thinking and abhors superstitious belief and irrational things. The spirit of science with emphasis on inquiry, experimentation, proof and critical outlook and permeates the teaching of other subject also.

4. Teachers:   The teachers have to treat their pupils in an impartial manner. Equal respect has to be given to all religious groups. Thus our educational system is trying to create a social climate in the country in which secular values are sought.
LIMITATIONS OF OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM IN PROMOTING SECULARISM:

1. Traditional bias and narrow outlook:  

 We have been allowing denominational schools to function with a lot of freedom. There are D.A.V SCHOOLS, Jain schools, Vaish schools, Shia schools, Catholic schools, Rajputs schools etc. in which children of particular communities or caste are admitted on preferential basis and also the teacher of the same communities are preferred. 


This practice is serious limitation in the functioning of Indian education as an integrative and secular force in our society. As a result many of our educational and professional institutions have been reduced to the level of house of dirty politics, animosity and conflicts.

2. Too much emphasis on theoretical learning:   Our educational curriculums emphasize many things only in theory. Very little effort is made to change the values and attitudes of our students. The lack of tolerance and courtesy on the part of the students and others towards villagers, women, poor people, minority, community member’s old people etc. should be changed.

3. Neglect of religious and cultural celebration:    It has been observed that on the days of important religious fairs and birthdays schools, colleges, observe holidays. Such situations are not exploited to advantage in inculcating desirable values and promoting secularism.

4. Neglect of group activities:  Schools do not encourage many group activities. There is a tendency on the part of teacher to neglect group activities and group methods of teaching and learning. This is a serious limitation in the promotion of secular and free ideas and values. 

SOCIALISM AND EDUCATION

The philosophy of socialism is a protest against the system of capitalism which produces socially disasters consequences.  It is so to speak on ethical revolt against the terrible dehumanizing process practiced by capitalism.  Socialism denotes political as well as economic theory of organizations.  It advocates state ownership and control of the means of production, distribution and exchange.  It encourages co-operation, fellow-feeling, group living, social good, social progress, social welfare, peaceful and universal brotherhood.

Definitions:

Types of Socialism:

1.  Utopian Socialism

Robert Owen in Great Britain, Saint Simon and Francois Fourier in France were the outstanding pioneers of utopian socialism.

2. Scientific Socialism

Karl Marx, a German Jen was the most prominent figure in the history of scientific socialism.

3. Democratic Socialism

Democratic Socialism is based on parliamentary democracy i.e., in ballots rather than bullets.  It believes in liberty, equality, fraternity, justice, mutual co-operation, fellow-feeling, social living establishing classless society and active participation of the individual.

Essentials of Socialism:


The following are the essentials of socialism.

1.  Universal Education

There should be provision for universal education so that people may participate intelligently in the political social and economic life of the community and give full co-operation in the developmental schemes sponsored by the government.

2. Equality of opportunity

There should be equality of opportunity in economic, political and other fields according to abilities and capacities.

3. Economic equality

Proper distribution of wealth is another essential of socialism.  No one should be exploited for the material gain of another.

4. To improve various conditions

Another essential of socialization is that poverty should be eradicated, medical and should be freely available and there should be remunerative employment for all able-bodies.

5. Decentralization of power

There should be decentralization of economic and political powers.

6. Use of peaceful and democratic methods

Socialism believes in using peaceful and democratic methods.  It affirms its faith in the dictum ‘peace hath its victories more glorious than war’.

Objectives of Socialism:

· To provide equality

Socialism aims at providing social, economic, political, educational and religious equality according to the abilities and needs.

· To provide justice

Another objective of socialism is to provide social, economic and political justice.

· To provide liberty

To provide liberty of thought, expression,  belief, faith and worship in accordance with than welfare of the individual as well as of the society in another objective of socialism.

· To establish classless society

Socialism aims at establishing classless society free from exploitation, oppression and disparity.

· Betterment of the individual as well as of society

Socialism will strive for the betterment of the individual and the individuals will make their contributions for the welfare of the society.

Needs of socialism

· To provide equality

· To provide justice

· To provide liberty

· To establish classless society

· To provide a minimum of compulsory elementary education for all within a certain age group

· To provide equality of educational opportunities.

· To provide education for vocations and economic development 

· To eradicate illiteracy at all levels

· To provide education for women

· To provide massive programme for adult education

Educational implications of socialism:


The following are the aims of education for the establishment of the socialist, secular, democratic and modern Indian society.

· Development of democratic outlook

· Development of socialist values

· Development of secular values

· Providing equality of opportunity to all for their all-round development and welfare

· Rapid expansion of educational facilities to all areas

· Developing values like ‘Dharma’ dignity of labour, non-violence, unselfishness and selfless service etc.

Principles underlying Socialism:

· Principle of full employment and right to work

· Principle of maximum product of national wealth

· Principle of maximum national self-sufficiency

· Principle of social and economic justice

· Principle of the peaceful, non-violent and democratic methods

· Principle of decentralization of some

· Principle of unto the last

Education for Socialism – Ways and Means:


Socialization cannot be brought about by legislation of force or coercion.  It has to grow silently in the hearts of people and the greatest binding force that can quicken it is force of education.


The following are some of the ways and means of imparting education for socialism:

· Redefining the aims of education:

In order to impart education for socialism (Socialistic pattern of society) the aims of education should be redefined and re-evaluated in the light of the above listed seven principles. Aims of education may be given as under:

· Universal Education

· Productive efficiency

· Spiritual, moral and cultural advancement

· Development of democratic values

· Best development of personality

· Betterment of society

· Redesigning the curriculum

The curriculum should be redesigned.  Emphasis should be placed in the following items:

i. Study of science and Technology

ii. Study of crafts like agriculture, wood work, car-board work, metal work, gardening and leather work etc.

iii. Social studies with emphasis on social and moral values

iv. Training in industries or knowledge of socialistic trends of various countries

· Methods of Teaching

Dynamic and progressive methods of teaching like problem method, Heuristic method, Project method, Discussion method, Experimental method etc. should be used.  Besides there methods, there techniques may be used: i. Educational trips,  ii. Visits of industries, iii. Extension lectures by experts,  iv. Practical work in the farm and workshop,  v. Organizing programme for adult education.

· Role of the Teacher

Emphasis to be laid on group methods of teaching, seminars, projects, etc.

Conclusion


To conclude educational planning should take place with a view to the establishment of socialism where democratic ideals flourish, production is increased, equality of opportunity is provided, provision for remunerative employment for all able-bodied exits, poverty is eradicated, justice is done to all and the down-trodden are looked after.  In the words of Jag Pravesh,”In a truly socialistic society (Socialism) democracy reaches the supreme stage of ethical democracy”.


