UNIT – I CONCEPT AND AIMS OF EDUCATION

Meaning of Education – Formal, Non-Formal and Informal Education – Various Agencies of Education – Aims of Education in Contemporary Indian Society – Determinants of Aims of Education.

 EDUCATION

Concept of Education

                Education is not a dead process.  It is a lively dynamic bipolar process of transformation.  According to this view, there must be two poles for its operating – the one is the teacher and the other is the child as student.  The teacher possesses some beliefs, ideals and values and the child is influenced by these.  In other words, we can say that the teacher is a philosopher, who tries to mould and develop the child according to his philosophy to attain a desirable type of individual. Adam has rightly remarked - “Education is the dynamic side of philosophy.  It is the active aspect of philosophical belief.”

 What is Education?


It is needless to say what education is? because all the preceding pages have amply explained the meaning of education.  “Education is the deliberate and systematic influence exerted by the mature person on the immature through instruction, and discipline.  It means the harmonious development of all the powers of the human being-physical, social, intellectual, aesthetic and spiritual.  The essential elements in the educative process are a creative mind, a well-integrated self, socially useful purposes and experiences related to the interests, needs and abilities of the individual as a participant in social living.” 

Etymological Meaning of Education
 There are different concepts of education. It is generally thought that etymologically, the term education is derived from the Latin word ‘educere’ which means to lead out, to draw out and from ‘educate’ which means to educate, to bring up, to raise.  And it is from the latter, that our education is directly derived. “It is conscious effort to develop all capacities of the child to control his environment and fulfill his possibilities.”    
By Education we refer to the narrower and the broader meaning of education. In its narrow sense education is formal, institutionalized education which is imparted within four walls of the class room in view of modifying the behaviour of the learner. The terms instructions, training, schooling are associated with formal education. In its broader sense education is taken to mean any worthwhile experience that an individual receives in the process of his interaction with the member of the society. This education is also called socialization, incidental education, by the way education, an education that comes your way, introduction to culture and lifelong education. This education begins with one’s life and ends with it. It is from birth to death, from cradle to the graveyard.  In the words of professor Jha, this education is “co- extensive and co-terminus with life”.  The modern society has witnessed the creation of a new channel of education:  non-formal education. This non-formal education is neither formal nor informal. It is not institutionalized; however it has many features of formal education. It is called correspondence education, distance education, continuing education, out of school education. Any education which is organized outside the institution is called non-formal education.  

The University which organizes non-formal education is called wall less University, University in the air.  Such universities communicate, instruct and interact with the students through the postal system, mass-media and through periodical seminars. There are course tutors who correct the assignment of the students and send them proper feedback.  This education is based on the principle that the university will reach the students where they are, while they are earning.  Long before this non-formal education was conceptualized, organized and imparted; Swami Vivekananda said “Education should reach the children who are behind the plough and the children in the factory”. 

 INDIAN CONCEPT (APPROACH) OF EDUCATION

Some of the important views regarding education given by Indians are:
1. Reg Veda: According to Rig Veda, Education is that “which makes a man self-reliant and selfless.”

2. Upnishads: According to Upnishads, “Education is that whose end product is salvation.”

3. Yajnavalka’s view: According to Yajnavalka, “Education is that which makes a man of good character and useful for the world.”

4. Vivekananda’s view: Vivekananda remarks “Education is the manifestation of divine perfection already existing in man”. He further says, “We want that education by which character is formed, strength of mind is increased, the intellect is expanded and by which one can stand on one’s own feet”.

5. Aurbindo’s view: In the words of Aurbindo Ghosh, education is “helping the growing soul to draw out that is in itself.”

6. Tagore’s view: Tagore opines, “Education means enabling the mind to find out that ultimate truth which emancipate us from the bondage of the dust and gives us the wealth, not of things but of inner light, not of power but of love, making the truth its own and giving expression to it.” In other words, to Tagore education is that “which makes one’s life in harmony with all existence.”
7. Gandhi’s view: According to Mahatma Gandhi “By education It mean an all round drawing out of the best in child and man-body, mind and spirit.”

8. University Education Commission Report: In the words of University Education Commission Report, “Education according to the Indian traditions is not merely a means of earning a living; nor it is only a nursery of thought or a school for citizenship. It is initiation into the life of spirit, a training of human souls in the pursuit of truth and the practice of virtue. It is a second birth, divitiyam janma.”

WESTERN CONCEPT (APPROACH) OF EDUCATION

Some of the most popular views of western education thinkers are as follows:

1. Plato’s view: Plato remarks “Education is the capacity to feel pleasure and pain at the right moment. It develops in the body and in the soul of the pupil all the beauty and all the perfection of which he is capable of.”

2. Aristotle’s view: Aristotle, the disciple of Plato said, “Education develops man’s faculty especially his mind so that he may be able to enjoy the contemplation of supreme truth, goodness and beauty in which perfect happiness essentially consists.” He briefly explained education as “the creation of a sound mind in a sound body.”

3. Pestalozzi’s view: Pestalozzi speaks of education as “Natural, harmonious and progressive development of man’s innate powers.”

4. Froebel’s view: In the words of Froebel “Education is the enfoldment of what is already enfolded in the germ. It is the process through which the child makes internal external.”

5. Herbart’s view: Herbart opines “Education is the development of good moral character.”

6. Horne’s view: According to H.M. Horne, “Education should be thought of  as the process of man’s reciprocal adjustment to nature, to his fellows, and to the ultimate nature of the cosmos.”

7. Redden’s view:  Redden’s definition has been regarded as the best definition of education. According to him, “Education is the deliberate and systematic influence, exerted by the mature person upon the immature, through instruction, discipline and harmonious development of physical, intellectual, aesthetic, social and spiritual powers of the human being, according to individual and social needs and directed towards the union of the educand with his creator as the final end.”

Definition of Education


After throwing light on the true meaning of education, it is clear that education is a process of growth and development.  However, to make this concept clearer, the following definitions are given – 

· “Education means the bringing out of the ideas of universal validity which are latent in the mind of every man.” – Socrates
· “Education is a process by which the child makes the internal and external.” – Froebel
· “Education is the manifestation of perfection already reached in man.” – Vivekanand
· “Education means to enable the child to find out ultimate truth….making truth its own and giving expression to it.” – R.N.Tagore
· “Education is a natural, harmonious and progressive development of man’s innate powers.”-   

        Pestalozzi

· “Education is the complete development of individuality of the child, so that he can make his original contribution to human life according to his best capacity.”- T.P.Nun
· “Education is the development in the individual of all the perfection of which he is capable.”- Kant 
Agencies of Education (or) Three Channels of Education

It is generally believed that children are educated in schools and colleges.  But the truth is that a child receives his education from various sources besides schools and colleges.  The famous American educationist John Dewey defines education as a process of life or development.  This development depends upon two factors – 1. The Heredity and  2. The Environment.  Heredity is fixed and definite but environment can be manipulated to be good or bad.  As such, development of life depends upon the good or bad environment. Thus, education clearly means the providing of proper environment for the development of the child. The family, the school, the community, the church, the state, the library, the newspapers, the exhibitions, the magazines; the radio, the television, and the cinema etc. are all the means which provide diverse opportunities for the child to learn something or the other and bring about a modification in his behaviour. All these means are the sources of education.  Precisely these means or sources may be called as ‘Agencies of Education’. 

Classification of the Agencies of Education 

Classifications of all the agencies of education have been done in various ways.  Some of the important ones are given below:-




        Agencies of Education


Formal Education

Informal Education

Non-Formal Education

School



The Family


Sports Club

Religious Institutions

General Games

Social Welfare Centers

Library



The State


Correspondence Courses

Museum


The Community

Scouting and Guiding

Art Galleries


Society



Youth Welfare Club

Organised Games





Adult Education Centers

Educational Programmes




Open University 

Formal Education


This type of education is imported in a school or college.  It is consciously and deliberately planned to bring about specific and special influence in the educand.  So it is synonymous with educational institutions.  School is thus a formal agency of education.


Under this category we list those institutions which import definite and readymade methods tidbits of knowledge in a specified time under a controlled and structured environment.  Here the teachers are definite and the objectives to be achieved are specific.

Informal Education


Informal education takes into its orbit all indirect influences of the home and the society.  The press, the libraries, the films and other such agencies are included as agencies are included as agencies of informal education.  Their influences is suitable and imperceptible but at the time same very important and significant.

Non-formal Education


This is an arrangement wherein flexibility is the key word.  The system is an open one with regards to various aspects of education i.e. admissions, curricular place of instruction, mode of instruction the time and duration of instruction.  Open University, open learning and the correspondence courses are the various examples of such a system. 
Education through Non-Formal Education

ADULT EDUCATION

Adult education constitutes a package of educational activities and programmes for out-of school youth and adults outside the formal educational system. This education aims at providing reliable and adequate information better knowledge and skills, with a view to improve the life-style and also the earning capacity of the individuals. In fact adult education has been given a number of terms like adult literacy, functional literacy; social education ext. connotation differs from country. Adult education centre round the three factors namely learning, working and living. It takes place in work and life situations. It is functional and developmental.

Objectives of Adult Education

· To give inner satisfaction than outward and promote common sense and wisdom which is very essential for all round growth i.e the fundamental aim of adult education.

· To improve the quality of life of our people by combating existing social, cultural, economic and other inequalities and help in building a self –sustaining economy.

· To help people to become confident and self-reliant by understanding the situation in which they live and in solving the problems faced by them.

· To help people to think for themselves, to make their own decisions and to achieve socio-economic goals for securing a meaningful life.

· To help the youth to develop the leadership qualities in them and to take the local leadership for their own betterment.

· To help them understand their basic or fundamental rights and duties and to become effective and contributing citizens of the country.

· To enable the local youth to have vocational efficiency by developing different skills.

In short, Adult education is to provide the people with lifelong education which will help them become aware of themselves, the existing situations and to make proper decisions and adjustment to lead a happy and meaningful life


The scope of adult education is very wide, especially in countries like ours as a large population is illiterate and lives in rural environment. Adult education should enable all citizens to acquire literacy, numeracy, computational skills, basic understanding of their surrounding and functional skills relevant to their day-to-day life.

Organisations of Adult Education Programmes



There are so many organizations, governmental, non-governmental and voluntary agencies involved in the organization of adult-education programmes all over the country.



The National Adult Education programme (NAEP) was launched on 2nd October 1978 on Gandhi Jayanthi. The programme aims at eradicating illiteracy among adult of the age group 15-35. The main objectives of NAEP are promotion of literacy skills, creation of awareness, raising Directorate of Adult education at State level and  District level to implement the programmes. In addition to the government agencies there are a number of voluntary agencies who are involved in the cause.

Curriculum and Methods of Teaching


The curriculum must be relevant, flexible, diversified and systematic according to the felt needs of the people. Environmental Education, health education, leadership skills, civics, agriculture, craft , SUPW, sociology, political awareness are some of the areas included in the curriculum. Discussion, Lecture, Role-play, Dramatisation, Games, workshop, Simulation, Expository programmes, project, visits, dialogue, street-theatre, songs are programmes. In addition to these methods orgainsation of camps, cultural and recreational activities, excursions, sports, exhibitions, library work etc. will help in the successful implementation of programmes. 

            Thus adult education plays a vital role in educating the mass for their development. It gives importance to the spirit of man, his will power, his ceaseless endeavor to understand himself and solve his problems accordingly.

Difference between Formal and In-Formal Education

	Formal Education
	In-Formal Education

	1. Controlled environment.
	Free and uncontrolled environment. 

	2. Pre-planned achievement of narrow ends.
	No pre-planned scheme nor predetermined aim and objectives.

	3. Direct education.
	Indirect education.

	4. Place and duration of works are fixed.
	Neither fixed locations nor fixed duration of time.

	5. Guided and supervised by definite persons.
	No definite persons guide and supervise these.

	6. Curriculum, time table and techniques are definite.
	No limitation of curriculum.

	7. Their work is time bound.
	No such limits of duration and dozes of work.

	8. After prescribed work examinations are conducted and certificates, diplomas and degrees awarded.
	It is life-long education.  No certificate, diploma or degree is awarded.

	9. Planned scheme and programmes of education.
	No planning is often wastage of energy and time.


Various Agencies of Education (Family, School, Community, State)
Role of Family, School, Community and State

THE FAMILY

Meaning and Definition of Family

Meaning of Family:


The family is the oldest, basic and fundamental unit of human society. It consists of the husband, wife and children together with all young and old dependants. They are related to one another in one way or the other. In some old societies even servants were included in the family. Thus, family may be regarded as a small social group consisting of a few related persons. In our country, the picture of a family is more or less the same.

Definition of family:

To make the meaning of family more clear we are giving some important definition given some well-known persons as under


 “The family is a group defined by sex relationship sufficiently precise and enduring to provide for the procreation and upbringing of children.”     -Maclver & Page                                                                                   
      
“By family we mean a system of relationship existing between parents and children.” – Clare
“A family is a group of persons united by the ties of marriage, blood or adoption constituting a single household interacting and in the intercommunication with each other in their respective social role of husband and wife, mother and father, son and daughter, brother and sister creating and maintaining a common culture.” Burgess & Locke.                                                                                        
Chief Characteristics of Family:

The following are the chief characteristics of family-

· Universality:

A family is found in all corners of the world. There is no human society which does not have a family one kind or the other.

· Limited Size:


The number of members of a family is limited. It cannot be increased or decreased arbitrarily. In other words, the concept of family denotes a few members.

· Centre of Social Organisation:

A family is the smallest unit of the society. Numerous families constitute a society. Thus, Society, and its structure is based upon these small units.

· Innate Tendencies as basis of the Family:


Innate tendencies born out of the sexual relations of the husband and wife are essentially the foundations of a family. Such tendencies are mainly innate and inborn.

· Constructive Influence:

The family exerts the most formative and powerful influence on the development of the child’s personality. In other words, it’s the family which imprints permanent and indelible impressions upon the growing child.

· Responsibility:


Each member of the family shares the responsibility of maintaining the family in one way or the other. Generally adults have greater responsibility than the minors.

· Cradle of Social Values:


A family is the cradle of all social values. It’s the set up of the family which inculcates socially desirable values and high qualities of character in its members who ultimately become useful and high dynamic citizens devoted to national service and international understanding.  

· Permanent Institution:


Family is a permanent institution, because its basis and relationship is permanent. Its members may depart or live apart, their association or living together may be temporary for some reason or the other but the basic relationship remains permanent.

Functions of Family:


The functions of Family are given below-

· Physical Development:


To develop the child physically is first function of the family. Parents and other members of the family are always careful about the health and well-being of the child. For these purpose useful physical experiences, exercises and other activities are provided to the child.

· Mental Development:


Mental Development of the child is the second important function of the family. By mental development we mean the development of mental powers namely, thinking, feeling, reasoning, discrimination, judgment and memory. To develop these powers parents provide adequate opportunities and experiences to the child.

· Emotional Development:


The influence of the family greatly affects the emotional development of the child. Home environment, its upkeep, sanitation and decoration all influence the emotional development of the child. 

· Social Development:


It’s the function of the school to ensure the social development of the child, but we must not forget that the family is the miniature of the society, in which the child learns all the socially desirable values namely, sympathy, love, co-operation, tolerance, responsibility and justice by living democratically with all the members of the family.

· Religious Development:

Family is the only institution where religious development of the child can be ensured, in a secular state like India, it is the duty of the family alone to impart religious education to the child.

· Transmission of Culture:

Though it’s the duty of the school to preserve, transmit and develop the culture of the race. But it does not mean that the family, as an agency of education, has nothing to do in this connection.

· Development of the Language:

The child learns his mother tongue in a natural way in his family. School only reform it and add to the vocabulary. We observe that the children belonging to the educated and cultured families pronounce the words correctly in comparison with those who come out from the backward and illiterate families. Schools are able to reform very little in such cases.

· Development of Interests and Habits:


Good or bad habits and interests of the child spring up and develop in the family in which he lives. These good or bad habits and interests form the character of the child.

· Development of Morality and Character:

A family develops moral and ethical values in child. These values lead to the formation of habits and attitudes which build character, the backbone of life.

· Development of Innate Tendencies:

Congenital and Conducive environment of the family brings out and develops the innate tendencies of the child. If these tendencies do not have a natural outlet, they turn in to complexes and the child becomes maladjusted.

· Development of Individuality:

Though other institutions are also responsible to see that the child develops his individuality in proper lines, yet this development starts in the family. The seeds begin to sprout out during the early childhood in the environment of the family. The responsibility of parent’s utmost here and for this they are ever vigilant and considerate in this respect.

· Provision of Practical and Vocational Education:


Attitudes to labour, hard work and practical work also develop in the family during the early childhood. The child gets the first lesson of further vocation in the family from those who are engaged in the family vocation. The child becomes a sort of apprentice and in future may adopt the family vocation.   

THE COMMUNITY

Meaning and Definition of Community

Meaning of Community: 

The word Community combines two words ‘Com’ and ‘Munis’. ‘Com’ signifies togetherness and ‘Munis’ indicates to serve. Hence, the word community means ‘to serve together’. Generally community indicates a group of people living together on a geographical piece of land having common ways of working and common ideals to achieve.


A community may be big or small in size. Generally, the size of the community is related to the cultural, economic and political commonness of its members. I this sense, a village, a town, a city, a nation and the whole world may be called a community.

Definition of Community:


To make the meaning of community more clear, we are giving some definitions below-

“A community may be thought of as the total organization of social life within a limited area.”- Ogburn and Nimkoff.
“A community is the smallest territorial groups that can embrass all aspects of a social life.”- K.Davis.
“By community is to be understood a group of social beings living a common life including all the infinite variety and complexity of relations which result from common life or constitute it.”- Ginsberg.
Educational Influences of Community on Child


Each community influences the education of the child formally as well informally.

Influence on Physical Development:




Though the family sand the school exerts a potent influence on the physical development of a child, yet the effect of the community environment also cannot be underestimated. The community organizes local bodies which look after the sanitation of the localities. These local bodies often build parks, gardens and provide gymnasiums. In this way, the facilities provided by the local bodies greatly influence the health and physical development of the children.

Influence on Mental Development:


The enlightened communities often organize reading rooms and libraries for use by the children and adults. Some communities organize exhibitions, symposiums and conferences on various subjects also. This provides healthy entertainment to children and also helps in their mental development.

Influence on Social Development:


The community organizes fairs, festivals, social conferences and many other religious functions. All these activities stimulate the children to imbibe social ideas and a spirit of social service more and more with the result that they learn about the social customs, traditions and beliefs in a natural way and also learn the socially desirable values namely sympathy, co-operation, tolerance, social service, sacrifice and adjustment. In this way, we see that community exerts a great influence on the social development of children.

Influence on Cultural Development:


Each community has its own culture. The children of that community come into active and lively contact in the community functions, festivals and conferences and learn to respect their culture through imitation.

Influence on Character and Moral Development:


Though family exerts a very powerful influence upon the character formation and imbibing of moral values by children, yet the community of which the family is a small unit also influences the character and moral development to a very great extent. 

Influence of Political Ideas:


Lectures by political leaders, political meetings and conferences organized by the community give political lessons to children of the community. They learn about various political parties, their political philosophies and manifestoes. These all go to form their own political conviction. In this way, the community influences on the political ideas of children indirectly.

Influence on Vocational Development:


The community influences the vocational development of the children. They carefully observe the vocations followed by the members of their community, learn about the problems and techniques involved in various vocations, form their own opinions about them and ultimately choose any one of them for their future life.

Influence through Other Agencies:


The community provides many informal devices and materials to children for their developed in various aspects of personality. Radio, TV broadcast, Theatres, Picture houses, Museums, Zoo, Magazines, Newspapers, Reading rooms and Libraries are the various and varied devices of influence the development of children of the community.

Education Functions of Community:


Now we discuss below the formal influences which a community exerts upon children-

Establishment of Schools:


The community establishes various types of schools so that the culture of the community may be preserved, developed and transmitted to its children. Many communities establish their own communal schools to train their children for the welfare and advancement of their community interests.

Formulation of Aims and Control on Education:


The community determines the aims of Education. It also supervises and guides the educational process followed in the schools established by it.

Provision of Universal Education:


The community determines the various stages of education. At the same time it strives to provide universal education.
Construction of Curriculum:


For the purpose of achieving the aims of education, suitable curriculum is constructed. Hence, the community prepares an outline of curriculum to be followed in its school. 

Provision of Vocational and Industrial Education


In modern age there is a great demand for vocational and industrial education. Hence, the community establishes vocational, industrial and technical schools according to its needs.

Adult Education:


Community welfare and its development needs that adults should also be educated. Thus, the community makes provision for adult education also.

Finance of School:


To shoulder the responsibility of running the schools smoothly and efficiently arrangement of required finance is essential. The community makes necessary provision of finance for school buildings, furniture and salary of teachers.

Co-operation between Citizens and School Leaders:


Close cooperation between citizens and leaders of school is necessary. Hence, the community tries to maintain as much close co-operation as possible between the members to the managing committees and school teachers.

THE STATE

Meaning and Definition of State

Meaning of State:


State is a well organized super association of human beings which came into existence to carry out the functions of all the social associations more effectively. Now we see that the state is engaged, besides protecting its citizens, in solving multifarious problems of the society. It is clear from the above discussion that state came into existence by the close and integral union of various associations. As such, state is an enormous and powerful super structure of associations. It differs from other association in the sense that each individual belonging to any other association recognizes the superiority of state and obeys the laws made by it. Not only this, scientifically also, state has a definite territory, an association of human beings living on that territory, an organized structure of government and sovereignty. In this sense there are four important elements of state namely, a) Territory b) Population c) Government and 4) Sovereignty.

Definition of State:


To make the meaning of state more clear, some definitions are given below-

“State may be defined as an organized political community with the government recognized by the people.”- I.L. Kandel.

 “State is a community of persons, more or less numerous. Permanently occupying a definite portion of a territory, independent and so a foreign control and possessing an organized government to which the inhabitants render a habitual obedience.” -Garner. 

Educational functions of State:


The following are the main functions of education in a democratic state-

· Construction of a National Scheme of Education:


In a democratic state education is just like the soul in a body. Thus, each state constructs a national scheme of education, keeping into consideration the multifarious needs of the citizens, after detailed discussion with its prominent educationalists, educational philosophers and ministers.  

· Training in Citizenship:


The progress of a state depends upon the ability, capacity and strength of character of its citizens. Hence, the second function of a democratic state is to provide political, social, cultural and economic training to its citizens so that they are able to grow into dynamic, resourceful and national- minded individuals to serve their nation with full sincerity, zeal and devotion.
· Provision of Schools:


The third function of state is to establish primary, secondary and various types of other schools. A democratic state establishes such schools and also the voluntary agencies run such schools to fulfill the needs of its citizens.

· Adult Education:


The fourth function of state is to provide adult education for the uneducated and illiterate adults. It is really a matter of great pleasure that India has very recently launched such a scheme on a very huge scale.

· Finance of School:


Financing is greatly essential to establish schools of various types and stages. The state provides adequate financial assistance to all the schools established either by the state or run by other voluntary agencies.

· Universal, Compulsory and Free Education:


The success of a democratic state depends upon those citizens who make use of their rights and discharge duties correctly. Therefore, each democratic state provides universal, compulsory and free education upon to a certain standard.

· Encouragement to Guardians:


Opening more and more schools does not bring in them all the children of the nation. To achieve this objective, the state motivates the parents in such a way that they begin to take interest to educate their children.

· Provision of Efficient Teachers:


Establishing various types of schools, provision of universal, compulsory and free education up to a certain level requires the services of a large number of competent and efficient teachers to run those schools and to work out those schemes successfully.

· Provision of Military Education:


In this modern age of conflict each citizen is expected to defend the state against a foreign invasion. Hence, the state provides military education in all schools and colleges so that in times of emergency the trained citizens are able to be vigilant and defend the state.

· Provision of Standard Books:


Good education depends upon the availability of good and standard books. The state persuades authors and publishers to prepare good and standard books of reasonable price.

· Provision of Scholarships:


Many talented, gifted and intelligent children of indigent means cannot pursue their education properly and go ahead further. The state provides scholarships and stipends to the needy and deserving ones without any discrimination of color, cast, creed or sex.

· General Control and Direction of School System:


Each state determines the aims, curriculum and methods of teaching various subjects together with the evaluation system keeping into consideration its own demands and needs of its citizens.

· Organization of Boards and Committees: 


The state organizes committees and boards for determining the aims, curriculum, methods, the examination system and other relevant activities concerning education.

· Appointment of Commission: 


Sometimes the state appoints commissions of enquiry to know about the working, deficiencies and drawbacks of school and suggests measures for improvement and progress. The secondary Education Commission was appointed in India for this purpose and the government is executing the recommendations of these commissions gradually. 

· Encouragement to Education Research:


The modern age is an age of research. Hence, each state encourages educational research according to its needs and requirements to solve its own problems and explore new areas of improvement. We in India are beginning to realize its importance and schemes of research are coming up over here also.

THE SCHOOL

Meaning and Definition of School:

Meaning of School:



Etymologically the word school is derived from the Greek word ‘Skhole’ which means leisure.  In ancient Greece leisure places were used for self-development. Gradually these places came to be known as schools where teachers under a pre planned system used to give specific dozes of curriculum during a fixed time.  The four walls, the furniture and other educational materials came gradually. Throwing light on the word leisure, A.F.Leach writes- “The discussion forums or talking shops where the youth of Athens spent their leisure time in sports and exercises, in training for war, gradually crystallized into school of philosophy and the higher arts. In the leisure spent in the trim gardens of the academy, school developed.”

Definition of school:


To make the meaning of school very clear we are giving some definitions below-

“School is a special environment, where a certain quality of life and certain types of activities and occupations are provided with the object of securing the child’s development along desirable lines.”
-John Dewey.

 “Schools are institutions devised by civilized man for the purpose of aiding in the preparation of the young for well-adjusted and efficient members of society.”                                  -J.S.Ross.                                   

Importance of school:

In the following lines we are throwing light on the importance of school-

· Extensive Cultural Heritage:


 In modern times knowledge has become so vast and varied cultural heritage so extensive that informal agencies like the family and the community are quite incapable to shoulder the responsibility of transmitting this huge treasure of knowledge to the rising generation. School is the only formal agency to complete this task.

· Connection Link between Home and the World:                                                                                                                                                                                                    


The family develops in the child various qualities and values mainly love sympathy, sacrifice, cooperation, tolerance and service. But all these qualities remain Connected with the members of the family and its four walls. This makes the child narrow-minded. School is a connecting link between the family and the external world. In school the child comes in contact with children belonging to different families. This contact widens his outlook with the result that the child becomes capable enough to face the challenges and multifarious problems of life and the wider society outside. Raymont has rightly remarked- “The school is a half way house between the entirely domestic life of early childhood and the larger life that waits the youth when he quits his parental roof.”

· Provision of a Special Environment:


Informal agencies do not impact education according to a pre planned scheme. Hence, the effect to such indefinite environment affects adversely upon the growth and development of the child. On the other hand, school provides a simple, pure interesting and well- organised environment before the child according to a pre planned scheme which ensures the physical, mental, emotional and social development to the child in a natural way. Hence, the school is an important agency of Education.

· Harmonious Development of Personality:


The family, the community and the church with other informal agencies do not have set aims and objectives of Education. Their plans and schemes of education are also indefinite. Sometimes, the vagueness of activities affects the personality of the child adversely and develops in him undesirable habits and attitudes. On the contrary, the aims and objectives of the school are pre planned. This ensures the harmonious development of the child. Hence, the importance of the school cannot be underestimated. 

· Development of Cultural Pluralism:

In school children belonging to different religions, casts, creeds and socially hierarchy come together and mix up freely with each other in friendly atmosphere with the result that they develop sympathy, co-operation, tolerance and respect for the views and cultures of others in a natural way. It’s why school is an important agency cultural pluralism amongst children.

· Propagation to Ideals and Ideologies of State:


School is an important agency for the propagation of ideals and ideologies of each state in the shortest possible time. It’s why all the democratic, facist and communist states have assigned due importance to school days. 

· Perpetuation and Development of the Society:


Society reviews and develops itself through the active cooperation of the schools. All social problems and the needs of the society are flashed in one way or the other in the school which provides the desired solutions for all the problems of the society. In this way, social progress goes on and on with the help of the school.

· Encouragement to Corporate life:

Individual life needs socialization. The child should be encouragement to be more and more social in his outlook and behaviour. School provides these experiences for the child to understand social behaviour and develop in him a sense of social responsibility and corporate life.

· Creation of Educated Citizens:

In democracy, school has a special importance. Children learn their rights and duties and develop love, affection, sympathy, cooperation, tolerance and responsibility in school. With the development of these socially desirable values they prove useful citizens when they become adults.

· School a better place of Education than Home:


Under the influence of group life in a school a child learns many social qualities and courtesies. Since the physical surroundings are healthy, there is a simple provision for games, sports and various kinds of cultural activities. A family cannot provide all these facilities. Hence the school is a better place than home for the socialisation and culturalization of the child.

· Co operation of different agencies:


School is the only agency through which cooperation of different agencies namely the family, the community and the state may be successfully achieved. It’s why all these agencies try to extend their full cooperation in all the activities of the school. Without the active cooperation of these agencies the school cannot achieve its objectives. 

Functions of School:

Functions of School may be divided as Formal and Informal. We discuss below these two categories separately in some detail-

Formal Functions of School:

Formal functions are mainly concerned with the mental development of the child. In this connection the following are the functions of the school.

Development of Mental Powers:


The first formal function of School is to develop the mental powers of the child so that he is able to think freely, clearly and logically. To complete these functions the school structures such experiences for the child that he is able to develop his inherent mental faculties according to his needs, interest and capabilities for his own good and the good of the society.

Cultivation of a Dynamic and Adaptable Mind:


The second formal function of the school is to impart such knowledge to the child which is not an end in itself but a means to achieve some end. The end is cultivation of a dynamic and adaptable mind which is resourceful and able to create new value for future life.

Preservation, Improvement and Transmission of Culture:


The third formal function of the school is to preserve and improve the nation culture and then, transmit it to the rising generation.

Vocational and Industrial Education:


The fourth function of the school is to impart vocational and industrial education to the child according to the demands of the society. In a poor and developing country like India the school must be alert to impart vocational and industrial education to the children according to their interests and capabilities so that they are able to support themselves and serve the country with sincerity.

Re-organisation and Reconstruction of Human Experiences:


The fifth formal function of the school is to reorganise and reconstruct human experiences. As a matter of fact, the function of the school is not to preserve the continuity to the society only. It has to meet the social problems, to reform the society and ultimately to purge off its dead wood. For this, a continuous process of research in all the higher branches of knowledge is a must and the school should be equipped to do it. 

Development of Citizenship:


The sixth formal function of the school is to develop in the children the essential qualities of citizenship so that they may become active and responsible citizens imbued with qualities of leadership leading the nation on the path of progress in all spheres of national life.

Development of Character:

The most important formal function of school is to develop children morally and socially so that they are able to acquire firm and noble character. 

Informal Function of School:

Informal functions of a school relate to the physical, social and emotional development of the children. We discuss them in some detail as under-

Physical Development:


The first informal function of the school is to develop the child physically. For this, the entire environment of the school should be such which leads to the physical well-being to the children. 

Development of Social feeling:


The second informal function of the school is the development of the social feeling in all the children of the school. As a matter of fact, the school is a miniature of the society. Hence, the school should provide such a social environment before children by organising student unions, social service camps, social functions and parent teachers associations etc. so that the all the socially desirable values namely sympathy, cooperation, social awakening and above all the discipline develop in them a natural way.

Emotional Development:

The third most important informal function of school is to develop the child emotionally. For this, the entire environment of the school must be artistic. In other words, there should be garden flower plants and other beautiful natural objects. The school building and the campus should be neat and clean. The walls of the rooms should be whitewashed annually and the rooms be decorated tastefully. Trips, tours, exhibitions and debates also stimulate the emotional and aesthetic sense of children who can further be infused with a sense of admiration towards truth, beauty and goodness, the high ideals of human life. 

Factors of social change

Following are some of the example of marked social changes.

· Climate factors led to the disappearance of the individuality the entire civilizations collapsed and new civilization came up.

· The British rulers introduced a new system of education which changed the etiquette, habits and manners etc. of the several sections of Indian society.  New dress changed.

· Lack of occupational opportunities in the villages led to migratiob of people to towns.  Several slims in the towns changed the life style of the people.  
